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The San Clemente Border Patrol Station maintains a full-time traffic checkpoint on the
northbound lanes of Interstate 5. It is one of seven stations in the San Diego Border Patrol Sector
and operations one of four checkpoints. Checkpoint activities are directed against the smuggling
of illegal aliens and narcotics away from the border area.

The strategy of the San Clemente checkpoint evolved from line-watch activities and is tied
directly to border enforcement activities. The strategic importance of San Clemente lies in its
placement at a major route of egress from the immediate border, thus enabling the Border Patrol
to provide a depth of defense beyond the international boundary and to effect broader border
security throughout the border area.

Vehicular traffic is inspected at the checkpoint by officers manning positions on the freeway. Due
to heavy traffic volume, contact with motorists is minimal with prolonged questioning and vehicle
inspections taking place in the Secondary Inspection site.

In an effort to expedite the flow of legitimate vehicle traffic through the checkpoint during peak
hours, a Pre-enrolled Access Lane (PAL) was dedicated in July, 1997. The PAL allows low-risk,
pre-inspected vehicles to use a specific, segregated lane at the checkpoint to expedite their
travel while maintaining the integrity of the checkpoint. Applicants are interviewed and processed
at a leased site in the city of San Clemente.

The San Clemente Station participates in a variety of community activities.

For more information about the San Diego Border Patrol Sector, please check our General
Information section.
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